SWALLOW
NESTS AND
BUILDINGS

SWALLOWS &
THEIR NESTS
ARE IMPORTANT

Swallows - both barn and cliff
swallows - are common around
buildings, making mud nests on
eaves and overhangs, like on the
Pala Administration building.
Adults eat flying insects like
mosquitoes and moths.

SWALLOW NESTS

Don’t remove mud nests made by
birds in the spring and summer!
They need these homes to raise
their young.




BARN SWALLOWS CLIFF SWALLOWS

e Neston, orin, buildings in cup- e Mud nests shaped like gourds.
shaped mud nests. e Nest in large colonies on buildings or cliffs.
e Nest alone or in loose groups. e Adults are iridescent blue/black with flat tails and
e Deep blue backs with a heavily rusty patches.
forked tail. e Petrochelidon pyrrhonata
e Hirundo rustica e Often near water.

The tail of two swallows

San Juan Capistrano's famous bird may not look as . b~
you'd expect. The forked-tail images that have become s ,., it
synomous with Orange County's birthplace depict barn ra b 0
swallows, not the cliff swallows that earned the city

Its international reputation.

BARN SWALLOW
Hirunda rustica

Barn swallows are
not as social.
Usually only single
pairs nest in an area.

CLIFF SWALLOW
Petrachelidan pyrrhonota

Source: Washington Department of Fish and Wildiife's
Living with Wikdlife: Bam Swallows and Ciff Swallows FRED MATAMOROS, STAFF ARTIST

SWALLOWS IN
FLIGHT

Swallows feed by “hawking”.
Adults will find an insect swarm
and can be seen in the hundreds,
swooping and eating bugs, many
times above lakes or pastures.
They help control disease by
consuming pest insects.




